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This sheet provides generic local information; for additional detail contact the HIVE who will research for 
you if you need further help:  

 
Dhekelia HIVE 

Amenities Centre, Dhekelia Station, BFPO 58 
Tel: 00357 24744511 

Email: BFC-HQ-HIVE-DHEKELIAGpMailbox.mod.gov.uk 
Local blog: www.cyprushive.blogspot.com    

Opening hours: 0800-1300 
 

The HIVE Information Service is part of MOD and is available to all members of the Service community: 
Serving Personnel (Regular/Reserve), partners and wider family members, MOD civilians and Veterans. 
It delivers information support on a wide variety of topics affecting your everyday Service and personal 

life. The service is free and available wherever you are in the world. 
 

To find other HIVEs please see the worldwide map on the Army website, with contact details and links to 
their blogs: www.army.mod.uk/hives 

 
For Overseas locations that don’t have a physical HIVE, our International HIVE (iHIVE) is there for you: 

www.internationalhive.blogspot.com  
 

We have Location Guides for the majority of the main Army sites and Overseas postings, so download 
them from the blogs or ask your HIVE for one now. 

 
Follow us on social media or sign up on the blog for weekly emails by country/location to stay up-to-date: 

 

 

www.X.com/ArmyHIVEinfo  
 

www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE  

 

www.instagram.com/ArmyHIVEinfo  

      

 

UK blog: www.ArmyHIVEinfo.blogspot.com 

 
 

HIVE Blogs 
 
The HIVE blogs are online information noticeboards. They are continuously updated and aim to provide 
generic and local information of relevance to all Service personnel (Regular and Reserve), their partners 
and families, MOD Civilians, Veterans and the wider military community on a wide range of topics: 
 
• Accommodation:   information from providers 
• Charities:    Service and civilian charities, fundraising events and support 
• Discounts:   local 
• Education:   courses, training providers and support for adults and children 
• Employment:   opportunities for training or jobs for Veterans and Families 
• Finance:    personal finance and debt guidance and support 
• Health and Wellbeing:  support and information, local and national 
• Non-UK Nationals:  the latest policy and support 

Location Guide 
(Overseas):  

Dhekelia 
 

Updated: March 2025 
 

http://www.cyprushive.blogspot.com/
http://www.army.mod.uk/hives
http://www.internationalhive.blogspot.com/
http://www.x.com/ArmyHIVEinfo
http://www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE
http://www.instagram.com/ArmyHIVEinfo
http://www.armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/
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• Notice board:   latest news and information 
• Service Leavers:   guidance and support 
• Travel:    local transport, roads and travel schemes 
• Veterans:    services and support specifically for Veterans 
• Welfare:    support services 
• What’s on:   local events and activities 

 
The blogs are best viewed through a personal PC or mobile device because official work firewalls may 
prevent access to some links. 
 
They can be searched by subject or the front page contains the most recent posts. The UK and Cyprus 
blogs can also be searched by geographical location. 
 
Each HIVE sends out regular email updates highlighting and linking to the most recent blog posts that 
are likely to be relevant to you and the local military community. To be added to the mailing list to receive 
these, please complete the sign-up details where you can sign up for as many locations in the UK or 
Overseas as you wish. We abide by the Data Protection Act and you can unsubscribe at any time. 

 
 

Support for Armed Forces personnel and their families in general 
 

Support services for military and defence personnel and their families:  
www.gov.uk/topic/defence-armed-forces/support-services-military-defence-personnel-families  

 
Discover My Benefits: An online tool that can be used to find out what support and benefits are 
available to you as a service person or civil servant: https://discovermybenefits.mod.gov.uk  

 
HIVE also produces generic Information Sheets on the following topics. Find them on our 
ArmyHIVEinfo blog: www.ArmyHIVEinfo.blogspot.com in the ‘Information Sheet’ tab, or ask your local 
HIVE for a copy: 

• Accommodation 

• Childcare, Schools and adult education 

• Domestic Abuse 

• Employment  

• Finance 

• Health and Wellbeing 
Whilst these have some information that is specific to the UK, there is also information that is generic to 
all Service Personnel and their families wherever you are located, including Service charities and 
GOV.UK support. 
 
Many UK HIVEs also have a local accommodation sheet that provides details of the SFA types and 
locations. For security purposes these can only be requested directly from any HIVE. 

 

Index to this Location Guide 
Location and Garrison/Station overview Page 4 

Local culture and language  Page 5 
Accommodation including ICT Page 6-7 
Health and Wellbeing Page 8 

Finance Page 9-10 
Employment locally Page 11 
For those with children Page 12-13 

For those with pets Page 14 
For those with cars Page 15-16 
Local shops and day-to-day services  Page 17 

Local Services: Eating and entertainment Page 18 

Local calendar of events Page 19 

https://forms.office.com/r/uMEDpYyqfC
http://www.gov.uk/topic/defence-armed-forces/support-services-military-defence-personnel-families
https://discovermybenefits.mod.gov.uk/
http://www.armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/
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Local places to visit Page 20-21 
Local Garrison/Station Points of Contact Page 22 

 
 
 

Army HIVE cannot accept liability for the accuracy of information provided by external organisations nor does the 
inclusion of this information endorse the quality or reliability of goods and services displayed. 

  



 
4 
 

Location 
 

Dhekelia is located in the East Sovereign Base Area (ESBA) on the south east side of the island. The 
closest major town is Larnaca, a 15 minute drive away, which is also where the nearest airport is located 
as well as a selection of shops (both chain and independent), malls and restaurants.  
 
There are several different tourist areas within 30 minutes’ drive Dhekelia including Ayia Napa and 
Protaras. With many beaches, hotels, and restaurants these areas are popular during the summer 
months. Tourist Information on the local area and Cyprus generally can be found on the Cyprus Tourism 
website: www.visitcyprus.com  

 

 
Garrison/Station Overview 

 
By car:  Dhekelia is situated near the town of Larnaca. There is no specific postcode for the camp but it 
can be found by searching ‘Dhekelia Sovereign Base Area’ in maps. Please be aware that Apple Maps 
does not work in Cyprus so it is advised that Google Maps or Waze are downloaded prior to arrival.  
 
By taxi:   

 

• Dhekelia Taxi – +357 99219800 or +357 99219300 this is the only taxi service with access to 
both camps. Any other taxi services are not permitted past the front gates.  
 

By bus: There is a bus service provided by OSEA. All bus routes can be found at: 
https://www.rome2rio.com/s/Dhekelia/Ayia-Napa. There is a bus stop located outside of South Gate. 
Buses also go direct to Larnaca Airport.  
 
By air: The nearest airport is Larnaca airport 
 
 
 
Military overview 
 
Dhekelia Garrison is made up of two camps. The first is Dhekelia Support Unit (DSU) where all SFA is 
located as well as the Medical Reception Station (MRS), Dental Centre and both schools. The second is 
Alexander Barracks where the Resident Infantry Battalion (RIB) are located, including SLA for the RIB. 
Alongside usual duties the role of the RIB is to provide Theatre Support and to conduct Cyprus Security 
duties. The RIB rotates every two years, with a different Infantry Battalion taking up residence each time. 
Each battalion spend 12 months on high readiness to support operations, followed by 12 months 
providing security to the different military sites throughout Cyprus.  

http://www.visitcyprus.com/
https://www.rome2rio.com/s/Dhekelia/Ayia-Napa
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Local culture and language 
 

 
The Republic of Cyprus is a well-known holiday destination and welcomes holidaymakers from across 
the world. As a result, most people in Cyprus speak both Greek and English to a high level of fluency 
and it is easy to communicate. Most signs, including road signs, are in both Greek and English. However 
a translation app (for example, https://translate.google.co.uk/) may be useful for some things, including 
food labels, which are generally in Greek. The Google Translate also allows the use of a camera to 
assist with the translation of written Greek without having to type in the word or phrase.  
 
For anyone wishing to learn Greek, all Service personnel have access to Rosetta Stone online learning 
materials – more information can be found at the Regimental Administration Office. Additionally, 55 Army 
Education Centre runs Greek language courses throughout the year for soldiers and family members. 
Duolingo can also be used for family members who want to learn the language.  
 
The majority of the population in the Republic of Cyprus generally follow the Eastern Orthodox religion. As 
a result, the Republic of Cyprus has a number of public holidays, both secular and religious, and these are 
generally observed strictly. This means that many businesses are closed for public holidays, including 
restaurants, supermarkets and convenience stores (although hotels tend to remain open, but may have 
reduced services). Businesses in areas which have a high tourist population are less likely to be closed.  
 
Many businesses are also closed on Wednesday afternoons and Saturday afternoons and may be 
closed on Sundays as well. Again, businesses in areas that have a high tourist population are less likely 
to be closed. Some leisure and hospitality businesses (including waterparks) may close over the winter 
months (November to March).  
 
The relationship between the north of Cyprus and the Republic of Cyprus is diplomatically complicated 
and tensions can be high. It is generally not advised to discuss this relationship (or the Turkish invasion 
of 1974) with the local population.  
 
Cyprus is on Eastern European Time which is 2 hours ahead of London on Coordinated Universal Time 
(UTC) (which is equivalent to GMT: Greenwich Meant Time). It also moves to daylight saving (Eastern 
European Summer Time) between March and October as the UK does with its British Summer Time.  
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Accommodation 
 
Local situation 
 
SFA is located on Dhekelia Station. There are several housing areas that are predominantly split into 
rank entitlement. There are several larger houses for those families with more than 3 children.  
 
SLA for RIB soldiers is based on Alexander Barracks which provides single-person rooms but with 
shared bathrooms. SLA and transit accommodation is also available within Dhekelia Station for station 
staff and visiting troops.  
 
Family members aged 12 and over require a permanent pass to access both camps and these can be 
obtained from the pass office on arrival.  
 
 
ICT 
 
Broadband is generally good, but speeds are not the same as in the UK. Services may be provided via 
phone lines or wireless signal. Providers include Cyta, Cosmos and Epic with most families choosing to 
use Cosmos.  
 
Those resident in SLA are provided with free Wi-Fi and there are several free Wi-Fi spots around the 
station.  
 
Access to English programming is available through a BFBS box (which is supplied to all households on 
station) or via the BFBS app (available on most Smart TVs, phones and tablets). Alternatively the local 
broadband provider may also provide television access as part of its contract, and this will generally 
include some English language programmes. 
 
 
Waste collection and recycling 
 
Household waste is collected twice weekly on a Monday and Thursday. All waste must be placed in 
bags. Loose waste will not be collected. Green bins are used for general waste.  
 
Recycling is collected on a Wednesday and is split into two categories: plastics and cardboard/paper. 
There are two separate bags which can be collected from housing. Recycling is placed in blue bins.  

 
 
Contact Houses 

 
Contact Houses provide short term accommodation primarily for compassionate and contact reasons. 
They are available to personnel and their families who need temporary accommodation for short periods 
of time either for themselves or family members. In addition, subject to the prioritisation of 
compassionate need, the contact house can be used as a community facility to provide family members 
with accommodation which would not otherwise be available. Contact any HIVE for local Contact House 
details or see the Tri-Service Contact House Directory: www.army.mod.uk/hives  
 
Dhekelia Station has 5 well equipped contact houses. Booking of these can be done through welfare and 
information about costs can be obtained from welfare or the HIVE. A visitor's form must be completed 
prior to arrival (which are available from the pass office) and passes for any visitors are collected from 
the pass office.  
 
HIVEs can also provide details of other local accommodation if required for visits by family and friends or 
short breaks. 
 
 

http://www.army.mod.uk/hives
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The HIVE also produces a generic Accommodation Information Sheet covering private purchase and 
support for Veterans alongside information about Single Living Accommodation and Service Family 
Accommodation which will be of use when relocating back to the UK. Find it on our ArmyHIVEinfo blog: 
www.ArmyHIVEinfo.blogspot.com in the ‘Information Sheet’ tab, or ask your local HIVE for a copy. 
 

  

http://www.armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/
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Health and Wellbeing 
 

Service Personnel, UK Family Members and Entitled Personnel 
 
Medical Centre  
 
Medical care for Service personnel and their entitled family members is provided by Dhekelia Medical 
Centre. To book a routine appointment all registered patients must use econsult webpage 
(https://patients.econsult.health/) and search for ESBA Combined Medical Practice.  
 
Tel: 00357 2474 4512 
Opening hours: Mon–Fri 0800–1600hrs 
Out of hours service: Mon–Fri 1600–0800hrs including weekends and Bank Holidays, Tel: 112 
(emergency) or 00357 2474 4449 for urgent matters. 
 
Secondary care (including maternity care) is provided by private medical providers and details will be 
given on referral.  
 
For accidents and emergencies it is possible to go to a local public hospital such as Larnaca General. 
However if an ambulance is called, it will transfer patients to Nicosia General Hospital except in genuine 
emergencies.   
 
Over the counter medication may be obtained at local pharmacies, but be aware that the range of 
medication available may be different to that in the UK. The nearest pharmacy is located in Oroklini:  
 

Christina Papagiorgiou Pharmacy  
Dhekelia Road, Pyla 7081, Cyprus  

00357 24824000  

 
Dental Centre  
 

Dental Care for Service personnel and their entitled families is provided by Dhekelia Dental Centre: 
Tel:  00357 2474 4716 
 
Welfare support 
 
Both RIB Welfare and Station Welfare are situated within the amenities centre on Dhekelia Station. 
There are weekly welfare drop-in sessions ran down on AXB for the soldiers of the RIB.  
 
Opticians 
The nearest opticians are: 
 

D.Kitros 
16 Okeanias Str, Larnaca-Dhekelia Rd, 7041 

Tel:  00357 2464 7272 
 

 
 
The HIVE also produces a generic Health and Wellbeing Information Sheet covering everything from 
general health support and NHS services in the UK to sources specifically for the Armed Forces and 
their families wherever you are located, with specific links to support for mental health and wellbeing 
issues. There is also a separate Domestic Abuse Support Information Sheet. Find these on our 
ArmyHIVEinfo blog: www.ArmyHIVEinfo.blogspot.com in the ‘Information Sheet’ tab, or ask your local 
HIVE for a copy. 
 
 

  

https://patients.econsult.health/?__hstc=230965696.e578a04fd1ab315a28718625974736cf.1721288421201.1721288421201.1726561379694.2&__hssc=230965696.1.1726561379694&__hsfp=625136697
https://patients.econsult.health/
http://www.armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/
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Finance 
 
Mobile phones 
 
Many UK mobiles will continue to work abroad, however long-term and frequent use overseas can be 
different to short-term use whilst on holiday. Always carefully check the terms and conditions of current 
UK contracts and speak with the provider before leaving the UK, otherwise there may be unexpected 
extra roaming charges or contract cancellation due to ‘fair use’ policy violations.  
 
Whilst UK mobile companies vary, roaming charges and fair use data-limiting policies do apply for the 
majority. The contract start date is also important because contracts from 2021 onwards are most likely 
to be subject to roaming charges.  
 
A brief summary of some of the current options depending on UK mobile provider:  
 
EE offer an Armed Forces Contract Suspension for Service personnel whilst deployed/posted overseas. 
Initially for 12 months but it may be possible to extend it. This is only for the pay monthly contract (ie 
minutes/texts/data), the handset contract is separate. For further details:  
https://ee.co.uk/help/profile/manage/change-my-account-in-the-case-of-a-life-event#article-heading-5   
 
O2 allows their contracts to operate normally in the EU subject to a monthly 25GB data roaming limit. 
For deployment/posting outside the EU a pay monthly contract suspension can be requested for both 
Service personnel and their partners, as well as children under 18 whose contracts are in the name of 
the same adults. For further details:  
www.o2.co.uk/help/pay-monthly/mod-personnel-suspending-contracts-of-mod-spouses-and-families   
 
Vodaphone offers a contract break for up to three years for Service personnel and their partners, plus 
children whose contracts are in the same names. It is also possible to get an unlock code allowing the 
handset to work with EU network SIM cards.  
Email Vodaphone: armedforcescontractbreak@help.vodaphone.co.uk   
 
Depending on the type of UK mobile contract held it may be necessary to switch to a local mobile 
contract and sim. Local mobile phone contract providers include: Cyta and Epic.  
 
Insurance  
 
Life insurance: Contact the providers to confirm whether a policy can continue whilst at posting outside 
the UK for an extended period.  
 
Travel insurance: For journeys that start outside the UK, such as trips away from a posting location, 
check the policy carefully because many, including those purchased via UK bank accounts and credit 
cards, will only cover trips that begin and end in the UK and last up to a maximum number of days per 
year.  
 
Local banking 
 
Most UK bank accounts can be accessed in Cyprus and debit and credit cards can continue to be used. 
However, these may have charges associated with them and the exchange rate may not be the most 
advantageous so check the bank’s terms and conditions carefully. 
 
Alternatively, a Cypriot bank account can be opened with, for example, Hellenic Bank or the Bank of 
Cyprus and this will require ID, status stamp and proof of address (normally an account with a 
telephone/internet provider). These will usually allow for the payment of items and withdrawal of money 
from a Cypriot cash machine without additional charges. For those working within the SBA (other than 
Service personnel or civil servants), wages are paid in Euros and must be paid into a Cypriot bank 
account. 
 

https://ee.co.uk/help/profile/manage/change-my-account-in-the-case-of-a-life-event#article-heading-5
http://www.o2.co.uk/help/pay-monthly/mod-personnel-suspending-contracts-of-mod-spouses-and-families
mailto:armedforcescontractbreak@help.vodaphone.co.uk


 
10 

 

Joint accounts can also be opened, but be aware that for an account opened by a married couple, some 
providers will allow the account to be closed by the male spouse without the consent of the female spouse. 
 
There is a post office situated on Dhekelia Station so that money can be withdrawn from a current 
account without any fees. While money is withdrawn in Sterling, it will be converted to Euro at the 
General Accounting Rate for that month.  
 
 
Banks 
 

Hellenic Bank 2 Zenonos Kitieos Str,. 6023 Larnaca 
Mon-Thurs 0800-1430 
Fri – 0800-1400 

Bank Of Cyprus Grigori Afxentiou 42, Larnaca 6021 
Mon-Thurs 0800-1430 
Fri – 0800-1400 
 

 
Cash Points 
 

Post Office, Amenities Centre, Dhekelia Station 
Mon-0800-1500 
Tues-Thurs  -0800-1430 
Fri – 0800-1330 

Hellenic Bank, Outside Amenities Centre 24hrs/7 

Cash Point, Alexander Barracks Guard Room 24hrs/7 

 
Local discounts 
 
Discounts can be obtained on a number of local attractions, including waterparks and boat rides. Contact 
the HIVE for more information 
 
National Insurance Credits 
 
Spouses/partners of Service personnel who reside on station should ensure they make a claim for 
National Insurance Credits for their period of residence on departure from Cyprus. Information on how to 
do this can be obtained from the HIVE.  
 
Good Conduct Certificates and Criminal Records Checks 
 
For those who need it in order to apply for work on return to the UK, service personnel and UKFMs who 
have been living in Cyprus can apply for a Good Conduct Certificate and/or a Republic of Cyprus 
criminal records check before leaving Cyprus. Information on how this can be obtained can be found in 
the HIVE.  
 
 
The HIVE also produces a generic Finance Information Sheet covering everything from savings, 
insurance for Service personnel and discounts to avoiding scams and getting debt support. Much of this 
information is applicable wherever you are located. Find it on our ArmyHIVEinfo blog: 
www.ArmyHIVEinfo.blogspot.com in the ‘Information Sheet’ tab or ask your local HIVE for a copy. 
 
  

http://www.armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/
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Employment locally 
 

Local situation 
 
Employment locally is relatively restricted due to location and the UK’s exit from the EU.  
 
Work permits are not necessary for those with a current Status Stamp who work on the SBA. 
 
Social Security is only paid by those who are locally employed by BFC. 
 
There are some employment vacancies working for the Sovereign Base Area. Visit the HIVE for more 
information or go to https://www.sbaadministration.org/index.php/m-vacancies  
 
Working from home 
 
Working remotely for a UK employer from SFA is generally acceptable although it should be cleared with 
any employer. Ensure that the tax position is checked carefully regarding any money earned. Personnel 
should contact HMRC for guidance: www.gov.uk/contact-hmrc.  
 
SBA Customs have also produced some guidance on this, which can be found at: 
www.sbaadministration.org/images/Cus-fis/guides/202210_Fiscal_Notice_SBA_working_from_home.pdf  
 
For any additional support please visit your local HIVE.  
 
Owning your own business 
 
It is possible to operate your own business from SFA and a Business Licence must be obtained from 
SBA Customs. The numbers and types of business which can be operated may be restricted. Contact 
your local HIVE or SBA Customs (by phone on 00357 2474 4078 or by email to   
SBAA-AreaOffcdhkGpMailbox@mod.gov.uk) for more information on obtaining a business licence. 
 
 
The HIVE also produces a generic Employment Information Sheet covering career guidance and 
support services and charities for both Service personnel and their families. Much of this information is 
applicable wherever you are located. Find it on our ArmyHIVEinfo blog: 
www.ArmyHIVEinfo.blogspot.com in the ‘Information Sheet’ tab or ask your local HIVE for a copy. 
 
 
  

https://www.sbaadministration.org/index.php/m-vacancies
http://www.sbaadministration.org/images/Cus-fis/guides/202210_Fiscal_Notice_SBA_working_from_home.pdf
mailto:SBAA-AreaOffcdhkGpMailbox@mod.gov.uk
http://www.armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/


 
12 

 

For those with children 
 

 
Local situation 
 
Defence Children’s Services (DCS) provides a single focus to all issues related to Service children and 
young people, providing high quality education at a number of schools and settings in various locations 
around the world. It also directly supports Service families, providing advice on a wide range of 
educational matters both overseas and in the UK, which is delivered by specialist education and advisory 
teams. For general information visit: www.gov.uk/government/groups/defence-children-services-dcs  
 
Parents (particularly parents of children with additional needs) are encouraged to contact Defence Children 
Services for more information on schooling options during a Cyprus posting.  
 
For more information about overseas schooling: www.gov.uk/guidance/education-overseas-for-service-
children   
 
Prior to posting to Cyprus, an Education Supportability certificate must be completed by the child’s 
current school and then sent to the appropriate school in Dhekelia. All allocations are done through the 
Families Section in Abbeywood.   
 
There is a shortage of childcare options within Dhekelia. Anyone wishing to become a registered 
childminder should contact British Forces Social Work Services to enquire about the process. More 
information on this (including contact details) can be obtained from the HIVE.  
 
Dhekelia Station has three education settings:  
 
ESBA Early Years 
Queen Berengaria Primary School 
King Richard School 
 
Dhekelia Early Years provides care for children between 6 months and 4 years of age. The early years 
setting is also where FS1 is situated and provides wraparound childcare for primary age children.  
 
Schooling from FS2 to Year 6 is provided by Queen Berengaria School (QBS). Information on QBS, 
including how to apply, can be found at https://queenberengaria.school/  
 
Secondary schooling from Year 7 to Year 13 is provided by King Richard School (KRS). Information on 
KRS, including how to apply, can be found at https://www.kingrichardschoolcyprus.com/  
 
Both the primary and secondary schools offer a number of after school clubs. These are updated termly.  
 
 
Local clubs and groups for those with children: 
 

Homestart: Amenities Centre, Dhekelia Station 
Facebook: Home-start Cyprus ESBA 
 

Soft play: Amenities Centre, Dhekelia 
Opening hours: Mon-Thurs 0800-1500 
Fri 0800-1300 

Elite Sporting Club Cyprus, Arradipou www.elitesportingclubcyp.com  

Olympiacos Football Academy, Pascal English 
School 

Facebook: Olympiacos Academy 
Larnaca 

Anorthosis FC Academy Larnaca 
Facebook: Anorthosis FC Academy 
Larnaca 

Larnaca Spartans Rugby FC Facebook: Larnaca Spartans Rugby FC 

 
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/groups/defence-children-services-dcs
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-overseas-for-service-children
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-overseas-for-service-children
https://queenberengaria.school/
https://www.kingrichardschoolcyprus.com/
https://www.elitesportingclubcyp.com/
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MOD Cadet Forces 
 

Dhekelia Army Cadets 

Thursday 1700-1900 
Scouts Wood 

Ask the HIVE for the email address of the 
Cadet Admin Officer 

Ayios Nikolaos Air Cadets 

Ayios Nikolaos Air Cadet Building 
Tuesday 1800-2000 

Contact: oc.1osdf@rafac.mod.gov.uk  

 
Youth Groups 
 

Dhekelia Youth Club Facebook: Dhekelia Youth Centre - BFC 

Dhekelia Youth Theatre 
Tues & Thurs 1600-1730 

Facebook: Dhekelia Youth Theatre 
 

MB Football Academy Facebook: MB Football Academy 
Dhekelia 

 
 
Local Activities for Children  
 
There are many family friendly activities on island, most of which are focused on tourists and therefore 
may close during the winter months. These include WaterWorld Water Park, The Black Pearl boat ride 
and the Yellow Submarine cruise. Details of these can be found later in this guide. Some hotels allow for 
day visitors to use their facilities, including pools.  
 
Cyprus also has miles of beautiful sandy beaches which are ideal to families to relax and play. Please 
contact the HIVE at Ayios Nikolaos to obtain a beach guide which details many of the public beaches 
across the island.  
 
The Cyprus Ministry of Tourism website has lots of information on things to see and do, both in the local 
area and across the island: www.visitcyprus.com/index.php/en/  The HIVE will also have information on 
any current discounts offered to Service personnel for local attractions.  
 
Dhekelia Watersports Centre, located on the private beach within Alexander Barracks offers watersports 

activities for all families living within Dhekelia. Activities include paddleboarding, kayaking, windsurfing, 

as well as powerboat activities such as knee boarding, wakeboarding and towed inflatables. Children as 

young as 6 can participate in powerboat activities. All children must be supervised by a responsible adult 

at all times.  

 

The watersports centre staff also run turtle conservation events and nest excavation talks throughout the 
year. 
 
 
The HIVE also produces a generic Childcare, Schools and Adult Education Information Sheet 
which will be of use when relocating back to the UK, although it also covers support for Service Children 
in general as well as for those with special educational needs and disabilities, and Post 16 and adult 
education. Find it on our ArmyHIVEinfo blog: www.ArmyHIVEinfo.blogspot.com in the ‘Information Sheet’ 
tab, or ask your local HIVE for a copy.  

 
 

  

mailto:oc.1osdf@rafac.mod.gov.uk
http://www.visitcyprus.com/index.php/en/
http://www.armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/
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For those with pets 
 

Local regulations 
 
The importation of pets can be complicated and more information on the rules can be found at: 
www.moa.gov.cy/moa/vs/vs.nsf/vs07_en/vs07_en?OpenDocument  
 
Some breeds of dog are prohibited from being imported into Cyprus. These are: 

• Pit Bull Terrier or American Pit Bull 

• Japanese Tosa or Tosa Inu 

• Dogo Argentino or Argentinian Mastiff 

• Fila Brasileiro or Brazilian Mastiff 
Dogs that are cross breeds of any of these are also prohibited. 
 
All animals imported into Cyprus will need to have a pet passport, an implanted microchip and a rabies 
vaccination. If an animal does not meet the requirements, then it may be subject to quarantine, returned 
to the country of origin or put down.   
 
There are various companies that can assist with the importation of animals into Cyprus. Details can be 
obtained from HIVE. 
 
All pets (except for fish) must be registered with the Animal Warden on station, who will then advise of 
the station regulations. No more than two pets are permitted per SFA without written permission. Pets 
are not permitted in SLA. Failure to comply with the station regulations may lead to disciplinary 
proceedings.  
 
There are a large number of stray dogs and cats on station and in the surrounding areas. Pet owners 
should be aware and vigilant of the possible dangers to pets that these may pose, both around station 
generally and within SFA. 
 
Vets 

 
Dr Michalis Louka veterinary Clinic 
8 Glaron, Oroklini 7040 

Tel: 00357 2464 7550 
Facebook: Dr Michalis Louka Veterinary 
Clinic 

 
Local dog walking areas 
 
Dhekelia Station has a small dog area where dogs can be walked off lead. On all other places on station, 
dogs must be kept on a lead. 
 
There are some dog friendly beaches in the local areas, including at Potamia Beach in Kapparis, at 
Dhekelia Garrison and McKenzie Beach in Larnaca. HIVE can provide details of these on request. 
 
 

  

http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/vs/vs.nsf/vs07_en/vs07_en?OpenDocument
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For those with cars 
 

Local regulations 

 
Driving regulations are similar to those in the UK, including driving on the left-hand side of the road. An 
existing full UK Driving Licence (not a provisional one) can be used for driving on both the station and 
Cypriot roads.  
 
An existing car can be imported from the UK, or one can be purchased on island.  
 
More information about importing a vehicle can be obtained from SBA Customs at: 
www.sbaadministration.org/docs/customs/CUSA_FAQ_Importing_a_Duty_Free_Vehicle.pdf   
 
All cars must be registered with Cypriot licence plates, so when importing a UK vehicle, this must be 
reregistered with the Republic of Cyprus.  
 
When purchasing a car on island there is the choice between purchasing a car on which tax has been 
paid and one that is duty free. Cars that are free of duty can only be owned by entitled persons. Details 
of how to purchase a duty free car can be found at: 
www.sbaadministration.org/docs/customs/CUSA_FAQ_Buying_a_Duty_Free_Vehicle.pdf  
 
When purchasing a vehicle the ownership will need to be transferred into your name which can be 
complicated and most of the forms are in Greek. It will also involve personal attendance at the local 
Vehicle Licensing Office.  
 
The following documents should always be available in your car or on your person and will need to be 
produced if requested by the police (both Republic of Cyprus Police and SBA Police): 

• Driving licence 

• Vehicle log book 

• Insurance 

• MOT certificate 

• Proof of payment of car tax 

 
Driving conditions that differ from the UK 

 
The breath alcohol limit is lower in Cyprus than in England (22mg per 100ml of breath or 9mg per 100ml 
of breath in certain circumstances), although these are comparable to those in Scotland. 
 
Children are required to use car seats/booster seats for a longer period than in the UK (until they are 
over the age of 12 and taller than 150cm).   
 
Driving to Northern Cyprus 
 
In general driving conditions in Northern Cyprus are similar to those in the Republic of Cyprus, but the 
roads are less well maintained. Insurance purchased in the Republic of Cyprus is not valid in Northern 
Cyprus and additional insurance must be purchased. This can be obtained at vehicle crossing points, 
where there will normally be an insurance booth open during normal working hours. 
 
Local Weather Conditions 
 
As the weather in Cyprus is generally very good, driving conditions are normally excellent, although 
sunglasses are recommended, particularly when the sun is low. However, Cyprus can be subject to 
sudden torrential rainstorms, which can render driving conditions extremely hazardous. Also, when there 
is rain after a prolonged dry period, the roads can become ‘greasy’.  
 
The Troodos Mountains get snow during the winter and so appropriate precautions should be taken 
when driving there then, including the use of snow tyres or snow chains. 

http://www.sbaadministration.org/docs/customs/CUSA_FAQ_Importing_a_Duty_Free_Vehicle.pdf
http://www.sbaadministration.org/docs/customs/CUSA_FAQ_Buying_a_Duty_Free_Vehicle.pdf
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Garages and petrol stations 
 

EKO – Dhekelia Road, Larnaca  

RS Motors, Pyla Road, 7080 Tel: +357 24 724410 

L.T Garage, Ormideia Industrial Plot, 7530 Tel: +357 99 597181 
 

G&P Racing Garage (Tyres) Ormidiea Industrial Plot, 
7530 

Tel: +357 99 632932 
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Local shops and day-to-day services: Find the nearest…. 
 

The following detail is factual and based on services provided by the Garrison, or closest to the Garrison. 
The inclusion of details relating to any product or service does not indicate MOD endorsement. 

 
Barbers/Hairdressers 
 

Barber Shop: Legends Barbers Tel: +357 96 694320 
Facebook: Legends Barbers Dhekelia 
Station  

Tina’s Hair Studio, Dhekelia Station Tel: +357 99 533198 
Facebook: Tinas Hair Studio 

Mikes Hair Salon, Dhekelia Road 7081 Tel: +357 99 956717 
Website: book.heygoldie.com/Mike-s-hair-
salon.com  

South Side Barbershop, Dhekelia Road, 7081 Tel: +357 24 044146 

www.southsidebarbershop3301.setmore.com      

 
Food shops and markets 
 

Lidl Andrea Karkavitsa 19, Ormideia, 7530 

Stelios Petraki Kyprianou 40, Livadia, 7060 

Alphamega 20-22 Nikou Kranidioti, 6054 

Slaventis Spyrou Kyprianou 23, 6013 

Pop Life Zacharia Spyrou, 7510 

 
Laundrette 
 
A self-service, coin operated laundrette is located on Dhekelia Station next to the amenities centre 
 
 
Places of Worship 
 

St Patricks Church, Blandford Road, Ayios 
Nikolaos 
 

Services Sundays at 0930 

St Barnabus Church, Dhekelia Garrison (next 
to King Richard School).  

Mass on Sundays at 1700 

 
Post Office  
 
The post office is located at the amenities centre on Station. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  

http://www.southsidebarbershop3301.setmore.com/
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Local Services: Eating and entertainment 
 

The following detail is factual and based on services provided by the Garrison, or closest to the Garrison. 
The inclusion of details relating to any product or service does not indicate MOD endorsement. 
 
Entertainment 
 

Bowling – Rock n Bowl Olympus St 3, Pyla 7081 
Play4all Bowling Center, Paralimni 5285   

Tel: (00357) 24822777 
Tel: (00357) 23740555 

Cinema – Key Cinema, Dhekelia Station www.cinemas.bfbs.com/dhekelia  
 

 
Gym Facilities 
 
Station Gym, Dhekelia - for use by Service Personnel and family members. Proof of personal insurance 
is required. Inductions are run Mon-Thurs 0900-1000 
 
Libraries 
 

Dhekelia Station Library Tel: +357 2472 4744 

 
Places to Eat  
 

Lambros Fish and Chip Shop, Cessac Beach Tel: +357 2472 3206 

American Pizza, Larnokos, Ormideia, 7506  Tel: +357 2472 1400 (Takeaway – delivers 
on camp) 
 

Trocadero Pizza House, Xylotymbou Tel: +357 2472 4088 (Takeaway – delivers 
onto camp) 
 

La Veranda, Samon, 7081 Tel: +357 2464 6777 
 

Masala, Ithakis 10, 6013 Tel: +357 2464 4950 
Website:www.masalasindianrestaurant.com  

Balti House Tandoori Indian Restaurant, 6 
Christoula Beach Gardens, Dhekelia Road.  

Tel: +357 2464 7657 
Website:www.baltirestro.com  

 
Sporting venues 
 

Dhekelia Water sports Centre – Alexander Barracks, 
Dhekelia 

Facebook: DWSC 

Dhekelia Golf Club – Dhekelia Station 
 
 

Facebook: Joint Services Golf Club 
(Dhekelia) 
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Local calendar of events 
 

Every year there are local events that may be of interest to Service personnel, their families and visitors. 
The following is a list of what to look out for and when. Full details will be provided each year on the 
HIVE blog and through other local channels. 
 
The station periodically hold events throughout the year that are usually aimed at all Service personnel 
and their families. These include Dhekelia Dash (a relay race between units, which also doubles as a fair 
with children’s activities and food), Party in the Park, Halloween parties and Dhekelia fireworks.  
 
Additionally, whole island events, such as the Gym 2 Gym (half marathon run), Bay 2 Bay (one nautical 
mile swim), Cyprus Walkdown (25 mile walk from Troodos to Episkopi), and Episkopi Christmas Fayre, 
all of which are held in the WSBA, are open for participation by station personnel and family members.  
 
There are many events in the local area, including the Strawberry Festival in Deryneia (held in May) and 
the Watermelon Festival in Frenaros (held in July). There are also many cross-island festivals, such as 
around Orthodox Easter, where there are often carnivals in the main cities, and Kataklysmos (the festival 
of the Flood), which will often involve street fairs. There are Christmas markets in many towns and 
villages and lots of events around Christmas and Epiphany. 
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Local places to visit 
 

Sea Caves – Cape Greco 
 
The caves have been formed by the sea pounding on the walls of the cliffs over thousands of years.  
Website: https://chooseyourcyprus.com/cape-greko-n-park/ 
 
Sculpture Park, Ayia Napa 
 
Adorned by sculptures which are created by many worldwide known artists who participate at the 
Sculpture Symposium which is organised every year by the Ayia Napa Municipality. 
 
Website: www.visitcyprus.com/index.php/en/discovercyprus/culture/sites-monuments/275-agia-napa-
sculpture-park-park-of-mediterranean-plants-cacti-and-succulents 
 
The Black Pearl 
 
The Black Pearl Pirate Boat is a Pirate Ship family orientated cruise fun for all ages. 
 
Address: Ayia Napa Harbour, Ayia Napa 
Tel: (00357) 9940 8132 
Web: https://blackpearlayianapa.com/  
 
Yellow Submarine 
 
The Yellow Submarine has a glass bottom to allow sub-sea viewing.  
 
Address: Ayia Napa Harbour, Ayia Napa 
Tel: (00357) 9959 6280 
Website: www.yellowsubmarinecy.com  
 
WaterWorld Waterpark  
 
WaterWorld is an ancient Greek mythology themed waterpark, with slides, wave pool, lazy river, and 
children’s pool. There are plenty of food and drink options available in the park. 
 
Address: 18 Ayia Thekla Road, Ayia Napa 
Tel: (00357) 2372 4444 
Website: www.waterworldwaterpark.com  
 
Magic Dancing Waters 
 
A magical show, combining dancing waters, laser show, volcanic eruptions, fire and smoke.  
 
Address: 6 Protara Avenue, 5310 Ammochostos, 
Tel: (00357) 9962 3143 
Website: www.magicdancingwaters.com 
 
Stardust Variety Show 
 
A drag and comedy variety show in a venue within walking distance of the station. Fun for all the family. 
Tickets including dinner and drinks (depending on the type of ticket purchased).  
 
Tel: (00357) 9690 2280 
Address: The Octagon, Giannaki Ttziovani 7, Famagusta, 5522 
Website: www.stardustvarietyshow.co.uk/  
 

https://chooseyourcyprus.com/cape-greko-n-park/
http://www.visitcyprus.com/index.php/en/discovercyprus/culture/sites-monuments/275-agia-napa-sculpture-park-park-of-mediterranean-plants-cacti-and-succulents
http://www.visitcyprus.com/index.php/en/discovercyprus/culture/sites-monuments/275-agia-napa-sculpture-park-park-of-mediterranean-plants-cacti-and-succulents
https://blackpearlayianapa.com/
http://www.yellowsubmarinecy.com/
http://www.waterworldwaterpark.com/
http://www.magicdancingwaters.com/
http://www.stardustvarietyshow.co.uk/
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Northern Cyprus 
 
With fewer ‘things to do’ here, most trips over the border are for shopping, camping, hiking and to stay in 
the local hotels which are often cheaper than those in the Republic of Cyprus. 
 
Famagusta Walled City 
 
The walled city of Famagusta is a great example of Mediterranean architecture from across the ages. 
Walk the walls or just wander around the city itself and visit the shops and cafes. The city includes the 
tower of Othello, rumoured to be the location of the famous Shakespeare play. 
Website: https://famagustawalledcity.com/  
 
Salamis Ruins 
 
The ruins of an ancient city, which have been excavated. 
Website: www.visitncy.com/discover/salamis-ruins/ 
 
St Hilarion Castle 
 
The Saint Hilarion Castle lies on the Kyrenia mountain range and commands amazing views down to the 
sea. One of the best-preserved strongholds in the mountain range it can be explored and enjoyed by 
everyone for a small entrance fee. There are a lot of steps, and it can be hard work in the height of summer, 
but the rewarding views make it worthwhile. 
 
Kyrenia 
 
A lovely harbour town where boat rides can be enjoyed or just chill in the harbour at a multitude of 
restaurants. There is also a castle where an ancient shipwreck is displayed for a small entrance fee. 

 
 

  

https://famagustawalledcity.com/
http://www.visitncy.com/discover/salamis-ruins/
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Local Garrison/Station Points of Contact 
 
 

Admin Office +357 2472 4706 

Army Education Centre +357 2472 4775 

Army Learning Centre +357 2472 4328 

Army Welfare Service – personnel support +357 9752 6586 

Clothing Store +357 2472 4646 

Contact House +357 2472 4660 

Dental Centre +357 2472 4716 

Pass Office +357 2472 4456 

Gym +357 2472 4394 

Medical Centre +357 2472 4446 

Security Force Police +357 2472 4357 

SBA Customs  +357 2472 4226 

SBA Administration +357 2472 4571 

Padre +357 9920 1987 

Homestart +357 2472 4802 

Hive +357 2472 4511 

Animal Warden +357 2472 4428 

Housing +357 2472 4225 

Unit Welfare Office (RIB) +357 2472 4660 

BFBS Office +357 2472 4600 

 
 

 
Useful Facebook groups Dhekelia 

 

• Dhekelia Community Information (Official) 

• Dhekelia Station Residents 

• Home-Start ESBA 

 


